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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

“Sharing the  

Ointment  

for Jesus’ Feet,           

Giving God  

our Very Best”  
Cf. John 12:3                                   

Our mission statement: 

Celebrating God’s love  

by worshipping God, 

caring for each other,  

and serving in community. 
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BERGY’S BABBLE:  RITUALLY SPEAKING …. 
 

 

 The Lord be with you……………… 
 

 If you didn’t automatically finish that sentence in your head then 

something’s missing. 
 

 Dr. John Long was an amazing professor.  He was well versed in 

behavioral psychology and its practical application.  His control over his 

classes was complete and for the most part nobody even noticed when he 

was messing with them. I was always amazed.  I respected him so much 

that I did every extra credit option he offered, and tossed in a little more 

for fascination’s sake. 
 

 Dr. Long was the only professor who ever kicked me out of a  

final exam.  “Berggren, get outta here. You’re done.” 
 

 The bottom dropped out of my world! With a head full of swirl-

ing psychological theories waiting to be dumped on paper, on the last day 

of class, I was ejected/rejected.  This is the stuff of performance anxiety 

nightmares. 
   

  “But, but…Dr. Long, I want to take the final,” I protested.  I was 

standing, a supplicant, at his desk at the front of the classroom looking at 

the shocked faces of my classmates, eavesdropping on this conversation. 
 

 “Berggren, this final won’t give you a better grade. Don’t waste 

your time. Go have fun somewhere else! Nothing you do today will 

change your ‘A’. ” 

…///... 
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 He got me good. Stunned, floored, wondering if ecstatic is a 

proper response, I muttered, “Thank you, Dr. Long,” and bolted before 

he changed his mind. 
 

 In this earlier time before political correctness and surgeon     

general warnings, he started every class on the precise second of the    

announced hour in exactly the same way and the room was always silent, 

students poised to learn.  At thirty seconds before the hour he would with 

great relish finish his cup of coffee, leaving one-fourth of an inch in the 

bottom of the cup. Then he would carefully set the cup on his desk. At 15 

seconds ‘til, he would take a last languorous drag on his cigarette. At five 

seconds ‘til, he would hold the cigarette with his thumb and second fin-

ger three feet above the cup on the desk lining it up. One second from the 

hour the butt dropped, and the hour and the class began with a soft tsss.  

He never missed. No one ever made that moment profane by uttering a 

sound.  It was ritual.  It evoked stellar student behavior. 
 

 Dr. Long was a closet anthropologist and he knew how deep the 

pull of ritual lies in the human heart.  Some people would minimize ritual 

by calling it habit, but it is much more than that.  People can be manipu-

lated by exploiting ritual behavior.  It is often good advice when seeking 

an answer to ‘follow the money’, but usually the money is following a 

ritual, perhaps long forgotten. Through 10 centuries of Roman games in 

coliseums and amphitheaters, the emphasis changed from rituals celebrat-

ing gods and emperors to violent debaucheries, but throughout, the      

setting of ritual provided the opportunity for a lot of money to change 

hands.  In the drug culture, procuring, preparing and consuming the illicit 

product involves considerable shared ritual behavior which may have a 

more profound effect on the participant than the actual chemical ingested. 
 

 People crave ritual. A former colleague renounced our faith for 

atheism and is now starting an atheist congregation. (Doubletake) 

What???  Why am I surprised? Even believing in nothing, we still need 

ritual.  And by definition, ritual has telos.  It leads to something. It ends 

in something that is seen as a result or a completion, a closing of a      

gestalt.   

…///... 
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Ritual has temporary pay-off: pleasure, satiety, release from discomfort, 

closure, relief, ecstasy, atonement, an end run out of the backfield of de-

spair into the end zone of joyful victory, at least for a moment in time.  

Then the tension starts backing up again and the pressure is on and we 

seek more ritual for relief. 
 

 The man beginning a ritual by bidding on Flashseats for tickets to 

a Rockets game on the way to his shopping ritual of a President’s Day 

Sale will firmly deny any ritual behavior.  He will probably say, “I’m not 

religious and I don’t believe in rituals but I am deeply spiritual.” That’s a 

cop-out. He’s just not aware of how religiously he engages in daily ritu-

als. He doesn’t even realize that as he grapples for that souvenir t-shirt 

launched into the crowd by the Rockets advertising team, he reenacts the 

struggle of spectators at the Roman games fighting for the pieces of 

bloody armor of vanquished gladiators that the arena cleaners threw into 

the crowds 2000 years ago. 
 

 Go to the Marque-Parque-Multi-Metro-Mega-Plex-Cinema-

Movie-Flix-Palace with more screens than a motel in malaria country, on 

any Saturday night for a first-run film. What do you see?  Arguably some 

of the most religious behavior in the world. 
 

 People are gathering for the new release and thinking, “Maybe 

this story will define my life and give me meaning forever.” 
 

 First you go to the first obstacle, a large glass window behind 

which sit several vestal virgins. Here at the box office you pay votive  

offerings just to pass into the court of the gentiles.  While you are paying 

this toll/offering, you are selecting the story that you feel will illuminate 

the mythic and spiritual life that you lead and answer some deep ques-

tions.  Your prayer here is that this offering will lead to a better quality of 

life which will be explained or conferred upon you by the viewing of this 

story. You will be validated. 
 

 At the next obstacle, the herd narrows down to one-at-a-time, as 

the man there crushes your hopes by tearing up your validation.  But hal-

lelujah, he lets you in anyway and directs you to the 9th door down the 

left hall.  

…///... 
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Now you are in the next inner circle, gripping your torn validation, proof 

that you belong there in case a demon accosts you demanding your con-

firmation.  
 

 This circle is bright and noisy, a narthex full of fellowship, 

games, excitement, shrieking children, the redolence of cooking vittles 

and the elevated pulse of anticipation.  This is where you get to purchase 

your ritual corn!  (To eat or throw at the screen or like me, to pour into 

the front of your shirt) Having read this far you probably don’t want to 

go to the movies with me, ‘cause clearly, I have way too much fun there. 

The person next to you is not necessarily having the same experience that 

you are! (Anywhere in life). 
 

 And then into the holy of holies, where the lights go down, the 

atmosphere hushes in reverence, and the magic begins. We are inspired 

by the heroes, horrified by the villains, crushed by the defeats and       

uplifted by the victories of the drama. We’ve passed a lot of tests and 

barriers and paid a lot of money and eaten of the sacrifice, to experience 

a microcosm of death and resurrection.  In return, maybe, just maybe, our 

lives will change.  Our behavior will be affected following the movie. 
 

 I’m sure you’ve noticed how people tend to “peel-out” while 

leaving the parking lot after seeing a really inspiring racing or gumball 

rally film. “Wow, if I punch it and really burn some rubber, people might 

mistake my Rambler for a Firebird, and me for Burt Reynolds or Tom 

Cruise, and by the time they figure out who I am, I’ll be gone into the 

sunset like The Lone Ranger or Shane.”  Help me! I’m getting squashed 

under a crush of silver screen archetypes! 
 

 Meanwhile, the children are so inspired that they are practicing 

those Jet Li, Bruce Lee, Power Rangers karate moves on their siblings on 

the way to the car, their minds still captivated and participating in the  

ritual, in a fugue state, completely unaware of what we fondly call     

consensus reality.  You know, trees and cars, trajectories of moving    

objects, humidity and other people.  Stuff like that. 

…///... 
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JANUARY - 2014 

05   Ora Dell Dittmar 

12   Fredda Yurk 

19   HCLC to the Glory of God 

26   Vernon & Carol Thielemann 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

AND 

COUNCIL MEETING 
 
 

will be Sunday, March 9, 2014. 

 

 Not religious?  Everyone is.  You want to pack the church, just 

throw a “Paintball Sunday.” See what happens. 
 

 Ah yes, in the most techno/secular of moviegoers, the depth and 

intensity of the ritual participation reveals a religious fervor that is no 

different than that of any self-respecting fundamentalist zealot.  They will 

want to share their experience with evangelical enthusiasm. 
 

 “Hey, didja see……?”  Let’s face it----there’s more ritual in 

spiritual  than most will see or admit. Life is liturgy. 

 

 See you in worship……………..  Bergy 
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HCLC COUNCIL MINUTES 
  

FEBRUARY 16, 2014 
 

Present: Wendy Lambeth, Alvin Garza, Suzan Cook, Fredda Yurk, 

Wayne Schaper, Pastor Jim Berggren, Nancy Beamesderfer, Mike      

Appling, Ernesto López, and Pastor Jhon Arroyave. 
 

Absent: AIM Karen Davidson and John Stokes 
 

Pastor Jim reported had completed baptisms and confirmations.  

Guitar lessons are going well.  

Central Conference and Ministerium meeting went well. 

Friday Night Lights scheduled for the last Friday of each month        

6-8:30 p.m. in the Family Life Center. Aaron & Sonya Herridge 

(Alvin & Deborah Garza’s daughter) will be directing the program. 

March 9, 2014, will be Congregational Meeting. Please plan on     

attending. 

Alternative parking completed and looks great. 

Pastor Jhon is holding confirmation classes. 

Meeting adjourned 12:35pm.                                                                           

Next Council Meeting will be March 9, 2013. 

Respectfully, 
 

Suzan Cook  

Secretary  
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MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES - 2014 
 

 

Ash Wednesday           March 05       12:00 noon   (no meals)              

             7:00 p.m.    Imposition of ashes 
 

Lenten Service  Wed. March 12   12:00 noon  

     Meal in the FLC following the noon service  
 

Lenten Service  Wed. March 19   12:00 noon  

      Meal in the FLC following the noon service  
 

Lenten Service  Wed. March 26   12:00 noon  

      Meal in the FLC following the noon service  
 

Lenten Service  Wed. April 2   12:00 noon  

      Meal in the FLC following the noon service 
  

Lenten Service  Wed. April 9   12:00 noon  

     Meal in the FLC following the noon service 

Join us on Wednesdays and hear an overview of the book “Killing Jesus” 

by Bill O’Reilly and Martin Dugard by our own Pastor Jim!    

For the five Wednesdays, about 4 chapters  

will be covered in each session.  
 

The service will also include singing, a scripture reading and prayers.  

It will be a way to enhance our understanding of the life and times            

of Jesus and the social, political, and religious pressures that conspired  

to form the perfect storm resulting in His crucifixion. 
   

See you at worship! 
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I recently ran across a comic strip that I adored when I first saw it.       

Remember Calvin and Hobbes?  Calvin, the imaginative little boy and 

his toy tiger, Hobbes, who comes alive to him. In one strip Calvin asks 

Hobbes, “If you could wish for anything, what would it be?”  To which 

Hobbes replies, “A big sunny field to be in.”  “A SUNNY FIELD??” 

screeches Calvin. “You've got that now! Think BIG!!  Riches!  Power!  

Pretend you could have anything!!”  Then he looks down at Hobbes who 

is stretched out on his back, sound asleep, four paws in the air, and a bea-

tific smile on his face ... “Actually,” says Calvin, “it' s hard to argue with 

someone who looks so happy.” 
 

Have you found God's big sunny field?  Sometimes the sunny field seems 

hard to find, with all the intrusions of life, not just the temptations of 

Riches and Power.  Whatever is getting in your way, sometimes it's good 

to talk it out with a willing friend.  Your Stephen Minister can help you 

find your way.   
 

Let us help.  We're here for you. 
 

God bless, 

 

Marge Carroll 

Stephen Ministry Coordinator 

WORKDAY NEW DATE 
 

PLEASE NOTE 
 

 

Workday has been re-scheduled to May 3, 2014, starting at 9:30 a.m. 

I need time to contact many people over the time to get most work done.  

Please see the bulletin board and pick out one job to help. Thanks!  
 

 Stan Crick (713) 721-0008 
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Holy Cross members celebrating birthdays this month: 

 

17    Lynn Reinhardt 

18    Verlene Furley 

21    Roy Krebs 

22    Bettye Raschke 

        Leopoldo Salazar 

23   Carolyn Irvin 

       Patric Anthony 

24   Mitchell Kilkenny 

25   Charlotte Jaster 

       Robert Manning III 

28   Sharon Wagner 

29   Alejandra Rauda 

31   Samuel Escamilla 

       James de Leon 

01   Marie Drosche 

02   Eduardo Araiza 

04   Peter Yoder 

05   Esney Caicedo 

       Nancy Mendel 

       Marta Arroyave 

10   Roberto Perez 

13    Betty Dodson   

       John Wenger 

       Wendy Navarro 

14   Luke Appling 

       Amy Schomburg 

       Lilian Benitez 

       Antonio Candelario 

15   Scott Schomburg                                

FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
 

The Friendship Club will meet March 15. We will be having a pot 

luck supper beginning at 5:00 p.m. with Bingo following the meal. 

Our host/hostesses will be Al and LaVerne Pivonka, Bettie Baring, 

Madelyn Price, and Nancy Beamesderfer. Please plan to join us. Bring 

a "white elephant" gift for Bingo and your favorite covered dish to 

share. Dessert will be provided by the host/hostesses. "Dues" will be 

$2.00 per person. 
Nancy Beamesderfer 
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DATE 1st READING PSALM 2nd READING GOSPEL 

 

03/02/2013 
Exodus 

24:12-18 

 

99 

2 Peter 

1:16-21 

Matthew 

17:1-9 

 

03/09/2013 
Genesis 

2:15-17, 3:1-7 

 

32 

Romans 

5:12-19 

Matthew 

4:1-11 

 

03/16/2013 
Genesis 

12:1-4a 

 

121 

Romans 

4:1-5, 13-17 

John 

3:1-17 

 

03/23/2013 
Exodus 

17:1-7 

 

95 

Romans 

5:1-11 

John  

4:5-42 

READINGS, PSALMS & GOSPEL  

MARCH 2014 

 

ANOTHER GOOD WEDNESDAY MORNING 
 

Despite one member giving his annual lecture at Stanford U, numerous 

medical appointments/issues – and the weather – nine fellas met for their 

monthly HCLC Breakfast Meeting on 05 February.  That included      an-

other first-time attendee.  John Wenger’s devotion, FORGIVENESS, 

evoked lively discussion sandwiched by the usual good fellowship. 
 

Also – five of the Ladies Auxiliary met separately – but nearby.  Boasting 

two first-timers, that number offset illness and a family death. 
 

Our next meeting is tentatively scheduled for 05 March – Ash Wednesday.  

Because NO lunch will be served, we plan to meet on this date as usual. 

Calvin 

    PLEASE NOTE NEW EMAIL ADDRESSES 
 

Pastor Jim Berggren  jlberggren@holycross.us 

Pastor Jhon J. Arroyave jhonyave@holycross.us 

Julie Kilkenny   jkilkenny@holycross.us 
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R E M E M B E R  I N  P R A Y E R  

JANUARY 2014 
 

    

  English Services :  111 

  Spanish Services :  133 

CHURCH          

OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday - Thursday 

8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

Friday 

8:30 am - 2:30 pm 

 

Holy Cross  

Lutheran Church’s  

 E-MAIL address is:  
 

hclc@holycross.us 
 

 

You  may sign up for Altar Flowers in the     

Narthex. Suggested donation  

is $45.00 and $10.00 for a rose. 

Remember in prayer the  

homebound, disabled, long-term ill,  

and prolonged recovering.  

Ora Dell Dittmar 

Betty Dodson 

Doris Anne Drosche 

Nancy Mendel 

Doris Pannell 

Doris Polker 

Elsie Schulze 

Sue Vogt 

Roselain Larson 
 

PRAYER CHAIN 
 

If you are not receiving HCLC Prayer  

Request emails and would like to,          

please contact Renee Allcorn at                 

allcornr@swbell.net 
   

or (713) 254-8638   
Note that Prayer Request emails are sent 

out daily, so if you are on the email list 

and did not receive any email,                  

please contact Renee. 

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE 

Bill Alexander 

Ronald Burns 

Marge Carroll 

Ed Cooper 

Chuck Fredrickson 

Erwin Gross 

Carol Kirsch 

Penelope Louis 

Bill Rogge 

Fred Schmidt 
 

 

 

 

R E M E M B E R  I N  Y O U R  P R A Y E R S  

 

 If you have any questions call  

Wayne Schaper, Sr. at (713) 465-5206.  
 

JANUARY 2014 
    

  Receipts      $ 22,143.00        

                   Expenses       42,774.97 

                   Balance   < $ 20,631.97 >  
 

Operational receipts                                                         

      year to date received   …….      $ 469,993.99       

Expenditures year to date  …….        447,842.48 

Balance                           ……       $  22,151.51  

mailto:allcornr@swbell.net
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“Holy Cross Lutheran Church is a community of Christians  

gathered by God’s grace and reaching out through God’s love.” 

TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS 

100 
 

101 

Church Office  
Sussy Terry  
Office Manager & Events Coordinator 

103 Rev. Jim Berggren Senior Pastor 

104 Rev. Jhon J. Arroyave Hispanic Pastor 

105 Karen Davidson Associate In Ministry 

107 Financial Office 

108 Stephen Ministry Office 

109 Family Life Center 

110 Nursery 

111 Volunteer Office 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church in Spring Branch 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran  Church in America (ELCA) 
 

7901 Westview Dr. — Houston, Texas 77055  
 

Tel. (713) 686-8253    Fax (713) 686-9095 
 

E-mail:      hclc@holycross.us 
 

Web Site:  www.holycross.us 

 

 

YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

† Rev. Jim Berggren  —  Senior Pastor 
 Email :  jlberggren@holycross.us 
 

† Rev. Jhon Jairo Arroyave — Hispanic Pastor 
  Email :  jhonyave@holycross.us 
  

† Karen Davidson — Associate In Ministry
 Email : aimked@gmail.com 

 

† Sussy Terry — Office Manager  
 Email : hclc@holycross.us 
 

WORSHIP MUSICIANS 
 

Cathy Elijah    Organist 

Jo Ann Meeker                                    Pianist 

Ann Crick                                     Pianist 
 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER  
 

ELC (713) 461-5535 
 

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

Wendy Lambeth                                  President 

Alvin Garza                                      Vice President 

Suzan Cook                                             Secretary   

Wayne Schaper, Sr.                                 Treasurer 

SATURDAY INFORMAL SERVICE 
 

6:00 p.m. — Atrium 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

English Service :  9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School :  10:30—11:15 a.m. 
 

Spanish Service:  10:30 a.m. 

Estudio Bíblico y Escuela Dominical 

11:30 a.m.—12:15 p.m. 


